
Isaiah 43:1 

But now, thus says the LORD, who created 

you, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O  

Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 

have called you by your name; you are mine. 

 

On Valen�ne’s Day isn’t it fun to dig through 

a bag of those li�le candy hearts that have 

the words printed on them? They say cute 

li�le things like “SWEET”, “CUTE” or “HUG 

ME”. But the one that I like the best says, 

“YOU ARE MINE!” 

 

Isaiah 43 gives a beau�ful picture of God 

saying those exact words to His beloved chil-

dren of Israel. Even though they had wan-

dered away from Him and He had to disci-

pline them, He declares, “Don’t be afraid! I 

made you and I will take care of you. You 

are mine!” Then, as their loving Father, He 

gives them the promise of His presence, His 

protec�on, and His provision through it all. 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14 says that as a believer in 

Christ, God the Father does the same thing 

for you. He created you, He redeemed you, 

and He calls you to Himself saying, “You are 

accepted in the Beloved — in essence, “You 

are Mine!” As a loving Father cares for His 

children, so He cares for you day a;er day, 

week a;er week, year a;er year. He loves 

you! You are His! 

 

Father, what a thrill to hear Your words and 

to know that I belong to You! Thank you for 

crea'ng me, for caring for me, for calling me 

Yours and for the security that brings. 

By Ann Shorb 
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Pastor’s Perspective 
Lent Event is Coming to FCC! 

The causes of extreme poverty are many and  

complicated and it’s all too easy to become  

overwhelmed with a sense of being powerless to  

respond.  Nevertheless, those of us who enjoy  

rela�ve affluence have both a responsibility and an opportunity to address this 

great moral challenge through our everyday choices. 

 

Lent Event has come about as a fresh approach towards tackling the problem 

of extreme poverty by promo�ng the reconcilia�on of peoples and resources.  

The Lent Event discipline involves 

seAng aside non-essen�al material 

goods for the Lenten season and 

dona�ng the money saved to  

of Jesus as he journeys from the  

Wilderness to Jerusalem through 

Luke’s gospel account.  Our children 

will have a special role in worship 

disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

Through worship and study, we will be 

led into deeper connec�on with each 

other and with those whom we are in 

partnership through Common Ground 

in Montgomery and Week of Compas-

sion.  We will begin with a special  

Commissioning on Ash Wednesday, 

February 13, at 6:15 p.m.  During the 40 

days that follow, we will study the way 

support projects that 

offer a be�er future to 

our brothers and sisters 

both in Montgomery and 

around the world. 

Lent Event combines  

Ac(on, Reflec(on and 

Connec(on to deepen 

our rela�onship with God 

and help grow as  

each Sunday.  We will 

have a weekly prayer 

focus of brothers and 

sisters around the 

world who are strug-

gling with poverty, 

and recognizing our 

connec�on with them 

as we give up some-

thing that reminds us 

of our need for God and their 

needs. 

 

I hope you will be praying now 

about your partnership during 

this holy season of the church 

year as we join together as a 

people on the way with Jesus! 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Susan 
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Supper Fellowship Elder Spotlight 
Hello everyone. My name is Lana Wheatcro;. 

My husband, Dave, and I have been members of 

First Chris�an Church since 1988.  I have been 

nurtured here and have grown in my  

spiritual life, thanks to the wonderful pastors 

and leaders of this welcoming church. I am now 

serving my third term as an elder. Without a 

doubt, God has blessed me beyond measure as I 

try to serve Him. I was born and raised in south-

ern Illinois, went to nursing school in  

Evansville, Indiana and married to Dave  

Wheatcro; in 1964.  We have 2 married daugh-

As a result of the surveys completed last 

fall, we are beginning Fellowship Suppers 

(the host provides the Entrée and the 

guests bring the sides).  We would love 

for you to join us as we spend �me 

geAng be�er acquainted and enjoying a 

meal together.  If you are interested in 

joining us or if you have ques�ons about 

this endeavor, please contact Fannie  

Ashley at 334-430-0255 or by email at  

fannieashley@aol.com. 

The Chi Rho (middle school) and CYF 

(high school) groups began the study 

of The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss 

in January Sunday School. We began 

with How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

January 13, followed by Green Eggs 

and Ham January 20, and Horton 

Hatches the Egg January 27. In  

February, we'll con�nue this series 

un�l we begin our Lent Studies the 

week a;er Ash Wednesday.  

 

In Youth Group, we began a discus-

sion of embracing the mystery of 

God in January. God calls us to be 

like children, humble and full of won-

der, ready to be filled with God's love 

and light. Our goal is to approach our 

discussions as empty vessels, open to 

ters and 4 grandchildren.  Throughout my nursing career, I worked in 4 different 

hospitals and also with the Alabama Dept. of Public Health, tuberculosis  

division. I am no longer working in the nursing profession, but that was what I 

was called to do, I am sure.  From my earliest memories, I knew I was going to be 

a nurse!  

I feel humbled to be serving as one of the elders of FCC. I am always available to 

you and you may reach me at any �me at: 272-6334 , cell 660-6329, or  

wheatcro;dl@knology.net 

Care Group 2:  Lana Wheatcro3, Elder 

Candace Bailey, Charles and Carol Burlingame, Steven, Lindsay and Griggs  

Harris, Teresa Houser, Sandra Huner, Bobbie Morris, Paul and Ann Hubbert, Gerri 

Johnson, Jim and Jane Landreth, John and Gay Langford, Suzie McBride and Josie 

Reynolds, Tillie McQueen 

Youth News seeing with new eyes. Ques�ons are 

welcome, and no ques�ons are stu-

pid (and truly, some ques�ons don't 

have answers, which is another part 

of the mystery).  

 

In the la�er part of February, we will 

begin discussions about and planning 

for Youth Sunday, which will be in 

April, Earth Day. Youth Group is a 

�me for talking about real world  

issues and trying to make sense of 

them. We meet Wednesdays at 5:30 

p.m. for fellowship dinner and 6:15–

7:15 p.m. for Youth Group. Do you 

know someone who is in the middle 

school or high school group who 

needs a church home? We welcome 

new members to our church family!  
 

Youth Director, Su Ofe 

Men’s Retreat 
(YMCA-Hargis Retreat) 

March 8-9, 2013 

March 9 

“When Men Pray…” 

Resource Leader: Dr. Rick Lowery 

(Disciples Professor and Biblical Scholar) 

Please sign up at the Informa(on Board 

if you plan to a?end. 

Super Senior Day 
Our Super Seniors will meet on Valen(ne’s 

Day, February 14th, at 11:00 a.m.  Bring 

your sweet heart.  Remember to wear red. 

Lunch is $5/each and please sign up at the 

Informa�on Board so we will know how 

many to expect for lunch. 



Living Out FCC’s Mission: A Provisional Structure  
"As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a 

village where a woman named Martha opened her home to 

him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 

listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all 

the prepara!ons that had to be made. She came to him and 

asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has le$ me to do 

the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and 

upset about many things, but few things are needed—or  

indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is be*er, and it will 

not be taken away from her.”             -Luke 10:38-42 (NIV) 

 

Martha felt burdened. She had a meal to make, dust to wipe, 

and drinks to pour—yet her sister felt no affinity to those 

tasks. Mary wanted to spend every moment she had with her 

Lord by adoring him and learning from him. 

Everyone approaches life a li�le differently, and we get to 

learn from each other and grow in our faith because of that. 

Our church adopted our mission statement with the deep con-

vic�on that God calls us into a community of rela�onships so 

that by knowing others we may know Him. Once we come 

together we learn to share each others’ burdens, and some-

�mes—as Martha did—we discover that some burdens need 

First Chris!an Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery,  

Alabama exists to demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, 

uncondi!onal love and to provide an inclusive environment 

of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

Do you love our mission?  On Sunday, February 10, we will 

have a special �me of combined worship followed by lunch 

and conversa�on about our plans for 2013 as we seek to live 

out our mission more fully.  We want this to be a congrega-

�onal conversa�on that will be focused on what you read 

about our provisional structure in the ar�cle from Lexie Ofe 

below, as well as insights that you have to share with your 

church leadership.   

Sandra Cusey and Dave Wheatcro; have lovingly offered to 

provide the meat and dessert for our meal, and we ask you to 

bring a salad, vegetable, or casserole to share.   

Love Our Mission Sunday 

Week of Compassion Offering 

Sharing brings joy!  February 24, 2013 

As you make your offering to Week of  Compassion,  

remember the myriad of ways your gi;s bring joy — to you 

as God’s precious child, to all of God’s other cherished  

children, and especially to the Holy One.  Our Week of  

Compassion Offering will be excepted on February 24th. (In 

previous bulle�ns and January Messenger, date was mistak-

enly given as January 27, 2013.) 

to be le; behind in order to fully engage with God. 

Our church has been opera�ng with seven divisions for as 

long as we can remember. At the Annual Planning Event last 

year, the majority of the congrega�on decided that we need 

to make ac�ve par�cipa�on a top priority in service at FCC. 

We may have had seven divisions, but the reality was that we 

had seven people who eventually became weary under the 

responsibility of geAng their tasks done and seeking out peo-

ple who could commit. 

In response, an idea has been proposed to suspend the seven 

divisions in an effort to engage the whole congrega�on in 

work for God. There are three “ministry liaisons”: Pat Parvin, 

Gerri Johnson, and myself, who are mee�ng regularly to look 

at the current tasks done at the church and determine a more 

effec�ve way of engaging congrega�on par�cipa�on. By stud-

ying the spiritual gi;s inventory and matching people to mis-

sions we think suit them, we hope to excite more people 

about service. This new way will hopefully curve the chance 

of geAng burned out as it pays close a�en�on to demon-

stra�ng and proclaiming God's joyful, uncondi�onal love.  

May we become a church of Marys and choose to set aside 

the burdens of a less effec�ve system for a mission that fully 

engages everyone with God.  

 

Lexie Ofe, FCC Ministry Liaison 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Paper Shredding  Simple Intention 

«AddressBlock» 

Outside the sanctuary is a stainless steel recycling can intended 

for shredding our weekly bulle�ns a;er each service.  This was a 

way that FCC intended to be good stewards of the resources that 

are given to us.  We encourage others to do their part at home as 

they are able.   

Although we appreciate addi�onal dona�ons, the �me that it 

takes to shred the paper has become unmanageable.  Please do 

not bring paper from home to have shredded in the church 

office.  It was a helpful way to contribute back to the “green” of 

our community and assist in one of our previously ac�ve minis-

tries “Chris�ans for Cri�ers”, however, the �me commitment 

that it takes to accomplish this mission has dwindled in support. 

If you are interested in transpor�ng the shredded paper to one of 

the tri-county humane socie�es to be used for pet bedding, 

please see Linda Houston or Michelle Vilamaa to gain access to 

the bags of shredded material.   

We intend to begin taking the paper to recycle if no one is able to 

carry the dona�ons on a consistent basis.  Thank you for your 

considera�on. 

Simple Inten�on was born with one goal: provide simple reminders 

of faith, growth, light, and love.  We all need reminders in our life. 

Reminders that our worth is not limited. Reminders that balance 

comes through the ability to find good and perpetuate it.   During a 

challenging moment, I found strength in fashioning reminders out of 

mixed metals and gemstones; small tokens that revealed simplicity, 

faith, and love.  During February, 10% of the proceeds from FCC 

member purchases  will be donated to travel expenses for the family-

focused Disciples of Christ General Assembly.  Please use "FCC" in the 

comments when making a  purchase.  For Valen�ne's Day, won't you 

consider a gi; with a spiritual message?  Visit 

www.simpleinten�on.com beginning  February 1, 2013 

Blessings, Michelle Vilamaa 


